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Academy conversion at The Blake School
The Blake school is committed to the care and education
of your child, within a Christian setting.
Academies are schools which have opted out of Local Authority control but remain government funded and subject to processes such as Ofsted inspections.  Academies are a limited company, limited by guarantee. No-one can make money from the company; it does not pay dividends and makes no profit.





Everyone is kind to each other so our school is very happy.

Year 2 pupil
The Blake is just tremendously lovely. Teachers care. Work is challenging. It’s calm and peaceful.
         
Year 6 pupil






The Governors have been actively considering possible conversion to an academy for the past year.  Until recently Governors felt that conversion did not offer any benefits to the children of The Blake School but now feel that, due to the changing educational landscape, conversion may be the best route to safeguarding the high quality education offered to children at The Blake School and the school’s distinctive ethos.
The Blake School could convert as a stand-alone academy but this brings with it a significantly increased workload and risk.  The Blake School cannot convert as part of a multi-academy trust with other local schools owing to its Voluntary Aided Church school status.
The Governors are therefore exploring conversion with the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST).












The Blake school is committed to serving its local community.  In 2014 97% of admissions were for children living less than 1 mile from the school.
ODST is a multi-academy trust committed to educational excellence.  ODST academies teach a broad and balanced curriculum within national guidelines.  Focusing on core skills, the curriculum is designed to ensure that all pupils reach their academic potential and seeks to enrich their experience along the way.
ODST welcomes those of all faiths and none, and is proud of the ethnic diversity within their academies.  ODST currently has five academies and six further schools are in the process of converting.
ODST is committed to sustaining high quality schools, they set out to recruit and retain staff of the highest quality.  School improvement services and curriculum support, as well as financial and HR services, will be provided by ODST if the school chooses to convert to an academy as part of ODST.









Although conversion can take as little as five months, with a proposed conversion date of 1st March 2015 Governors will have been actively working towards conversion for almost a year.
Taking the time to ensure that the process is done thoroughly and all stakeholders have been able to be involved is very important to the staff and governors of The Blake School.
“All our schools are places where children….can be sure that they are valued for who they are and where they can be supported to be the best they can be.”
               ODST Vision statement








On a day to day basis as an academy school The Blake School would not be noticeably different to a Local Authority maintained school.  The key motivators for conversion are that the distinctive high quality education that is currently provided at The Blake School will be protected, and support from the Diocesan team will enrich school improvement opportunities.
There are no plans to change the school name, uniform, term dates, or admissions policy. The school will remain committed to serving the community in which it is placed and to working with children as individuals, whatever their level of need or ability.
All staff will all be employed by ODST under the same terms and conditions under which they are currently employed.  Staff are supportive of the exploration of academy conversion and welcome the support offered by ODST for both staff and curriculum development.
Collaboration with the Witney partnership of schools will continue.  ODST encourage continued collaboration with local schools with which learning opportunities and expertise can be shared for the benefit of all the children within the town.












For more information please go to our website http://blakece.eschools.co.uk/website, or come to our open evening on Monday 17th November at 6.30pm in school.
image1.wmf
 


oleObject1.bin
[image: image1.png]






image2.wmf

